Forums held
this week in 'E!ma
and McCIeary

By TOMMI HALVORSEN GATLIN
Vidette Repoﬁer

" ELMA — Locate the new Mark' ’

-Reed Hospltal in Elma,

»'So recommends the consulting firm’

o Iured last summer by Grays Harbor

" Public’ Hospital District No. I to per-
form a“market amalysis of where the

néw hospital curently being planned
might be best located.
“The numbers all point to Elma,”

Ma.rc Sauve, senior healthcare strate-.”

gist with Nashville-based Grésharm,

Smith and Partriers, told the district’s

- commissioners Jar. 28. The compa-

ny’sbid for pérforming the study,
which was not to exceed $27,500 in

_cost, was approved last August.
‘ The market analysis, begun late fast

+ Séptember, with the dlSH’lCt Teceéiving’
* the last of the Taw data Jan. 18, was
o of the first steps in constructing a

- replacement for the current cramped
- and aging hospital in McCleary. The
"district also-operates a health care

clinic on the South Birch Street site.
Selection of the site’ could be made

as early as mid-February, said Mark .
‘Reed’s chief executive officer, Rehée
Dunham. That’s ¢contingent vpon oth- .
ers, including Grays Harbor County

commissioners- and the. Gréen Dia-

EHCIRERERE e L L e

~mond “Resource: Co., which owns
some parcels under . consideration,

¥

- “gettingback to us with the requested
‘"mfozmatlon ¥ Dunharh sald Tuesday .

"The. current. facility was built in

1956. The * district,” which  includes
Elma, McCleary, Satsop Porter and’
Malorie, -was formedin the 1980s"
~when it jappeared & nuclear plant at’

Satsop would provide a tak base..

Jocations under consideration for

the new hospital have included:.

s A 22-acre site in Elma, where the.
former Oakhurst Convalescent Centér. L
. ‘was located, The county- -owned prop--", -

ety would come already equipped
with needed’ infrastructure, such-as

- water; sewer and electric power. Addi-
tionally, ““it’s possible that there’s”

fiber, but we have not COnﬁnned that”

" Two- tenants currently Jease about‘

- seven acres there, The hospital needs at
least 15 acres, Durham has said, and
-county Con

smerAl Carterhassald
Yl il

; "! ' :' Please see Mark Reed onA 6 ’

- nghwayS
. 7Other  properties
“three- parcels in
- “area of McCleary, h:
- .-been:suggested; and any “sube
mitted with’ camplete informa-

. tion; ‘including costs; afe bein,
* considered, Dunhamsald.

- ‘Onee the hospital cofrimis~
sioners.* have . familiarized. ..

" - ‘themselves: completely with
' the market. analyszs, reviewed
. past proposais from the’
“trict’s - Commurity © Adwsory
Committee - and :-taken - all
aspects . into- conmderauo
including" locauon cost 'of :the

site and potential cost of devel- . where

opment, they’ll-rank the prop- - hospital’s ‘ma

erties in order of preference S

K cbunty Comimissioners; .
“Requests - for - proposals -

with their: hlghest pnorlty to"
détermine that site’s final fea- -
sibility for the project, she said. -
Should ‘the first property. fuiriy -\
out niot to’be- feas1b1e or o be: " al
‘we. would. - ptoj
then move to. the second prop- ]

cost’ prohlbmve

erty on the list; and ‘s0:on,”
Dunham said. .

Not all equal

The benefits of the Vanous _"_
sites are far from equal, .the =

consulu'ng‘ firm says; Its analy-
sis says that locaimg the hospi-

tal in the ‘Elma’area ;would
“attain patlent ‘volumes - not -
achievable “in- any altemauve-'
- McCleary’s mayor, Gary Dent,
" and that she was able o put
some’ rumors to rest, such ‘as

location.” -
Moreover, Elma would pro

" vide greater-opportunities and- .

" enhanted services to all resi-
dents of Mark Reed Hospital's
service’ az:ea, it says. For anal-

ys;s ‘purposes,” small nearby_

depending” on'the new hospl-
tal’s location.”
’}_?he only_ area i

havmg another at- the'mam

. hospital site, should it oot be

McCleaIy

- Besides myriad other con-;f: :
51derat10ns the site’of the new

hospn‘al is also an emiotional

issue for many. Dunham.said

she' ‘met.. . ‘Monday " with

p0551b1e uses of the current

- facility.

s

dlseu_ssmn _ about any use out-

&

" the- analysis went.out last July; B
- Dunham “said; ‘and. Gresham, [
i S'mi_th and Partners were select-: £
. ed “based on. their experience
th ‘prior projects of similar . §§
size?” Also considered was the §
cost, the company’s avallabm-.
f:

" with -ther, mcludmv several ” F
' hospitals, she said.- SR &
~ When- the board began the ok
'process of ¢hoosing a.compatly - §
for the market _analysis, Dun- - ¢
“hiami “and the” district’s” ‘chief
- financial officer, Ron Hulscher; |
were- delegated to study the |
~proposals ‘and ‘make a reconi-




